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Budget Process Overview

01

January - March 2026
Initial Planning, Student 
Enrollment Projections & 
Foundational Assumptions

02

April 13, 2026
Board Formally Approves 
2026–27 Budget 
Parameters

03

April 2026
Building & Cost-Center 
Preliminary Budgets 
Entered into Skyward

04

June 8, 2026
Board Review & Approval 
of Staff Compensation 
Schedules

05

July 27, 2026
Board Approval of 2026-27 
Draft Budget (Official 
Annual Meeting 
Publication)

06

September 28, 2026
Public Budget Hearing & 
Annual Meeting

07

October 15, 2026
Certified State Aid 
Notifications & Equalized 
Property Values Received

08

October 26, 2026
Finalized 2026-27 Budget 
& Tax Levy Adoption by 
Board of Education



Notable changes since July 27, 2026

Property Values Certified: $5.54B ($5.28B July Estimate)

Equalization Aid Certified: $27.5M ($27.47M July Estimate)

Third Friday in September Count Confirmed: 4,374 Head Count

Transfer of Service Finalized: $805k (July Estimate $600k)

Revenue Limit Formula Finalized: $65.38M



Funding the Limit: State Aid vs. Local Taxes

State Allocations

$30,097,639
Local Property Taxes

$35,284,332

46% 54%

● Equalization Aid: $27.49M (Up from $24.69M last year).
● Exempt Computer & Property Aid: $2.6M.

Total Revenue Limit: $65.38M



Recurring Use of 2024 Referendum

Prioritized Additions $2,375,000
● Manage Class Sizes
● Safety/SRO - WES/Harvest SRO support
● Gifted & Talented Program support
● Math & Behavior Intervention support

Retention & Budget Support $3,800,000
Retention of existing programming/staff

● 16 positions previously funded with ESSER 
dollars

● Compensation within 5% of Dane Cty. 
average

Increase Technology and Safety Budget

Capital Maintenance $500,000
Increase Capital Maintenance Budget

Cash Flow Maintenance $1,225,000
Cash Flow Maintenance Requirement

Total   $7,900,000



No. 1 Factor of Revenue Limits: Enrollment





Summer School Enrollment

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

SS Full-time Equivalent 41 36 57 68 83

SS 40% (Revenue Limit conversion) 16 14 23 27 33



2026–27 Proposed Budget Summary

Fund 2026–27 Revenues 2026–27 Expenses

General Fund 10 $71,958,644 $70,746,018

Special Education Fund 27 $16,083,656 $16,083,656

Debt Service Fund 39 $12,325,403 $10,284,277

Capital Projects Fund 41 $1,010,000 $1,300,000

Capital Projects Trust Fund 46 $135,000 $1,000,000

Food Service Fund 50 $2,365,674 $2,365,397

Community Service Fund 80 $467,330 $467,021



DRAFT



2026-27 Tax Levy $47,724,735   $8.61*/$1,000

$12,150,403
Fund

39

$1,000,000
Fund

41

$34,284,332
Fund

10 $6.18/$1,000

Inside Revenue Limit

Outside Revenue Limit

$290,000
Fund

80

$0.18/$1,000

$2.19/$1,000

$0.05/$1,000



2026–27 Voucher & Charter School Property Levy Impact

$702,532
Total Voucher Expense
Direct dollar-for-dollar addition to the local property tax levy.

$130,529
Independent Charter Deduction
Withheld directly from general state school aid for 10.2 FTE 
students.



School Property Tax Scenarios

$600,000

$400,000 $3,444

Home Fair Market Value

$5,166

$800,000 $6,888



Board Action Needed

Approval of the 2026-27 District Annual Budget
and certification of the Levy



What questions might you have?

?

Discover additional details 
regarding DASD school funding 
through our dedicated online 
funding information page.


